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(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 ophe Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These aimexes consist of a total of ^ ^ sheets. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/ 16648 



1. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
I X I the international application as originally filed 





the description: 
pages 


1-6 




, as oriRinally filed 




pages 


NONE 




, filed with the demand 




pages 


NONE 


. filed with the letter of 




the claims: 
pages 


7-8 




, as oriainally filed 




pages 


NONE 


, as amended (together 


with any statement) under Article 19 




pages 


NONE 




, filed with the demand 




pages 


NONE 


. filed with the letter of 




S 


the drawings: 
pages 


1-4 




. as oriainallv filed 




pages 


NONE 




, filed with the demand 




naffes 


NONE 


, filed with the letter of 




X 


the sequence listing part 
Daces NONE 


of the description: 


. as oricinallv filed 




pages 


NONE 




, filed with the demand 




pages 


NONE 


, filed with the letter of 





2. With regard to the language, all the elements mariced above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in ^^ch 
the international appUcation was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language \\iuch is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (imder Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (imder Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the intemational 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in printed form. 

I I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

I I The staternent that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the writen sequence Usting has 
* — ' been furnished. 

^ I x| The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



0 

fxl the drawings, sheets/fig ^o^^ 



the description, pages_ 
the claims, Nos. 



5. [x] This report has been drawn as if (some ot) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rtile 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacemem sheets vMdi have been Jumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as ''originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 
and 70.17). 

*Mnv replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annex ed to this report. 
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International application No. 
PCT/US99/ 16648 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. statement 




Novelty (N) Claims 1-21 


YKS 


Claims none 


MO 


Inventive Step CIS) Claims 1-21 


YKS 


Claims none 


NO 



Industrial Applicability (lA) Claims 1-21 YES 

Claims none NO 

2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-21 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly 
suggest a disc prosthesis comprising a cylindrical housing including an upper half and a lower half and a plurahty of 
viscoelastic discs interposed between the upp&r half and the lower half separate from one another. 



NEW CITATIONS 

None 
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International application No. 
PCT/US99/16648 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: Boxes I - VIII 
I. BASIS OF REPORT: 



Sheet 10 



5. (Some) amendments are considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed: 
N/A 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (My 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL 



.4., 



CH REPORT 




interj^^Pial application No. 
PCT/US99/16648 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(6) ;A6lF2/44 
US CL : 623/17 

Acco.rding to Intemalional Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 623/17 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and. where practicable, search terms used) 
WEST 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



X 



X 
X 
X 



— p 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



us 5,928,284 A (MEHDIZADEH) 27 July 27 1999, Figs. 1 and 5 
(the wings). 



US 5,674,294 A (BAINVILLE et al) 07 October 1997, Fig. 2. 

US 5,674,296 A (BRYAN et al.) 07 October 1997, Fig. 3. 

US 5,824,093 A (RAY et al.) 20 October 1998, Figs. Ila and lib. 



Relevant to claim No. 



11, 13-19 
1, 4-7 
18, 21 
18, 20 
8 

9, 10 



I X| Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | | See patent family annex. 



■ special categories of cited documents: 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered 

to be of particular relevance 

*E" earlier document published on or after the international Tiling date 

'L" document which may throw doubts on priority clatm(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 

means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than 

the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not m conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
21 OCTOBER 1999 



Date of mailing of the international search report 

18 NOV 1999 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Au^jTOri^etfoffi 
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C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



Y,P 



US 5,865,848 A (BAKER) 02 February 1999, Fig. lA. 
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